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of weakness that will probably send back to the court all
its renegades. Townshend has acted in his usual wild,
romancing, indiscreet manner, and has told everybody he
is turned out. He is not; and I suppose will beg pardon.
We have a fortnight's repose, and if the court is active,
I think the danger will be over; but consider how many
strange heads we have, and how few good ones.

The diminution of the land tax turns out an unpopular
measure. Lord Temple, or Grenville, have procured
themselves an address of thanks from the grand jury of
Buckingham, but so larded with the exploded Stamp Act
that it will only revive animosity to them. They have tried
for more in other counties, and been refused. The King
is firm to Lord Chatham, and peremptory against Grenville.
The Rockinghams would join the latter if they dared,
fluctuate between him and Con way, and I hope now will be
blessed with Charles Townshend for their leader.

This is a much more comfortable letter than my last.
I do not bid you be confident, for I know the land. But, at
least, I think the other side does not abound in judgement
more than we do.

I have received yours, with the enclosed for Lord
Beauchamp, which I have delivered. He showed it to me ;
I encouraged him to try to serve you on the first oppor-
tunity. You will not think the present is one. Lord
Hillsborough urged your cause very strongly the other
night to Lady Aylesbury ; but I can scarce believe that you
will receive it from that quarter unless some considerable
change arrives. You will not, I know, take my advice on
this head, or I would recommend to you not to mark your-
self for a victim, if you could, till the times are more stable,

Adieu!

Tuesday, 10th.

Here is no bad postscript.     The Grenville and Backing-t to waive, others to saw their
